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T o  the Men and Women of the Unrted States 
Btrth control ts the most vrtal Issue before the country to-day The 

people are wakmg to the fact that there ts no need for them to brmg therr 
chrldren mto the world haphazard. but that clean and harmless means are 
b o w n  whereby chtldren may come when they are desrred, and not as helpless 
vtctuns of blrnd chance 

Conscrous of thu fact, heretofore concealed from them by the forces of 
oppressron. the men and women of Amenca are demandrng that thts vdi& 
needed bowledge be no longer wrthheld from them. that the doors to health. 
happmess and lrberty be thrown open and they be allowed to mould therr 
lrves, not at &e arbrtrary command of church or state, but as thar conscrence 
and ludgment may Lctate 

But those to whose advantage rt u that the people breed abundantly. 
well mtrenched m our socd  and polthcal order. are not gomg to surrender 
easrly to the popular wtll Already they are organrztng therr resutance and 
prepanng therr mtghty engrnes of repressron to stop the march of progress whtle 
rt ts yet trme The sptnt of the Inquuttron u abroad In the land Its gaunt 
hand may even now be seen rea~hrng out tts srnewy fingers over bench and 
bar, makmg pawns of clergy and medrcal professron ahke 

The struggle wrll be bttter It may be long All the methods b o w n  
to tyranny wtll be used to force the people back mto the darbess from w h ~ h  
they are strmmg to emerge 

The tune has come when those who would cast o f  the bondage of tnvol- 
untary parenthood must have a votce, one that shall speak thew protest and 
enforce therr demands Too long they have been stlent on thu most vrtal of 
all queshons m human extstence The t~me  has come for an organ devoted 
to the fight for btrth control m Amenca 

Thrs Revtew c o w  tnto berng, therefore, not as our creahon, but as the 
herald of a new freedom It comes mto bang to render artrculate the asptra- 
tron of humantfy toward consctous and voluntary motherhood 

It u not our property It u yours N o  one connected w ~ t h  ~t wtll recelve 
any compensahon for hu servtces It u not a money-mabng venture, but the 
forerunner of a new era. an era when men and women shall have thrown of f  
the yoke of medteval superstttlon and be free! 

I f  you welcome thu Revtew, zf you belteve that tt wtll a d  you m your 
fight, d e  ti yours Its future u m your hands It wrll succeed and grow 
strong only as you beheve tn ~t and help to develop ~t 

Men and lpomen of Amenca. wnte mto the pages of rhts magaztne your 
vuton of what btrth control wrll b m g  to the human race Ratse your votce, 
strong, clear, fearless, uncondrhonally pledged to the protectron of womanhood. 
uncompromtsmgly opposed to those who, to serve thetr selfish ends. would keep 
her rn rgnorance and explod her finest tnsttncts 

M A R G A R E T  S A N G E R  
F R E D E R I C K  A BLOSSOM 
E L I Z A B E T H  S T U Y V E S A N T  
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SHALL W E  BREAK THIS LAW? 
Mavgaret Sanger 

"All our llbertles are due to those who, when them consnence has compelled them, have broken the law of the land"-Dr Cl~fford. 

If some dlsease were found to be undermlnlng the 
health and destroying the vltaltty of the women of the 
United States, I thlnk i t  1s safe to say that the manhood 
of the whole country would nse up and stnve to abollsh 
the plague 

And yet the men of thls land are today shieldmg and 
fostering just such a dlsease--a dtsease whtch sends 
mothers to an early grave, condemns wlves to 111-health 
and ~nvalldlsm, causes chlldren to be born feeble In mlnd 
and body and crushes strong men under the wdght  of 
a burden they never asked to carry, a dlsease whlch eats 
rnto the very vltals of famlly llfe, tearlng husband and 
m f e  asunder, crowdlng the dlvorce courts, deprlvlng 
chlldren of a mother's care and robblng materntty of ~ t s  
keenest joys, a dlsease wh~ch  brlngs In its wake poverty, 
unemployment, chlld labor, prostltutlon, war,  a dlsease 
sprung from Ignorance of the means of preventing con- 
ceptlon, an lgnorance enforced by a law so VICIOUS, so 
arrogant, so lnhuman that thousands of earnest men and 
women are to-day asklng themselves "Shall we obey 
this law?' 

No law rs too sacred to break! Throughout all the 
ages, the beacon ltghts of human progress have been llt 
by the law-breaker Moses, the delnverer, was a law- 
breaker Christ, the carpenter, was a law-breaker and 
hls early followers practiced thew rellglon In defiance of 
the law of thelr tlme Joan of Arc was a law-breaker 
So, too, were George Washington and the heroes of the 
Amerlcan Revolution and, In more recent tlmes, John 
Brown of Ossawatomle, Henry D Thoreau, Willlam 
Lloyd Gamson, Wendell Phllllps, Theodore Parker and 
many more whose sturdy refusal to mpect an lnhuman 
law helped to emancipate a race and set free the chattel 
slaves of the Old South 

The law to-day 1s absolute and mexorable-lt has even 
set Itself above Justlce, whose Instrument ~t was In- 
tended to be 

In earllest tlmes, there was no elaborate code of law, 
there was but a slmple Idea of jushce As the race 
moved forward, ~ t s  conception of justxe kept pace wrth 
the changlng standards and customs of the Qmes 

As sodety became more complex, a caste arose whose 
duty 1t was to admlnlster justlce In the course of time, 

however, the law grew up out of thew declslons and ac- 
cumulated a stolld mass of outworn tradltlon, untll 
to-day legallty has become so encumbered with l~feless 
rellcs of the past that the courts no longer express llvlng 
soclal standards and the Ideal of Justlce, but merely the 
dead welght of legal precedents and obsolete declslons, 
hoary wlth age 

The whole funcuon of Justice has become petrified 
and encrusted wtth the barnacles of antiquated tradltlon 
The people's wlll has been dlverted Into bllnd channels 
leadlng always further and further away from the funda- 
mental prlnclple that the wdl of the people is the supreme 
law 

Clv~llzat~on 1s dynamlc, our jud~clal system 1s statlc 
The race has progressed, but the law has remalned sta- 
honary-a senseless stumbllng-block In the pathway of 
humanity, a self-perpetuatmg mstltutlon, dead t o  the 
wtal needs of the people 

Humanlty and justlce have been displaced by a legal 
despotism, the chlef concern of whlch 1s the protection 

of established Interests 

Woman has always been the chlef sufferer under thls 
merciless machlnery of the statutory law Humbly she 
has borne the welght of man-made laws, surrendenng to 
thew tyrrany even het rlght over her own body For 
centuries she has been the helpless vlctlm of excesswe 
chdd-beanng Meekly she has submitted to undesired 
motherhood 

Incoherently she has spoken In the past Her protests 
have been In vam Her suppllcatlons have fallen on the 
deaf ear of the admlnlstrator of law Her petltlons have 
lam unheeded under the cold eye of the legwlator, caught 
in the network and quagmlre of polltlcs 

Agalnst the State, agalnst the Church, agalnst the 
sllence of the medhcal profess~on, agalnst the whole 
machlnery of dead lnstltutlons of the past, the woman 
of to-day arlses 

She no longer pleads She no longer lmplores She 
no longer petltlons She 1s here to assert herself, to take 
back those rlghts whlch were formerly hers and hers 
alone 

If she mast break the law to establish her rlght to 
voluntary motherhood, then the law shall be broken 



The Bwth Control Revaew 5 

D E  P R O F U N D I S !  
-, Texas 

Mrs Margaret Sanger 
I read about you In the paper I: am a poor man's wlfe 

We have nothlng but our llttle chlldren We have had SIX 

chddren and we are not able to feed and clothe them I am 
m very poor health, and I thlnk ~t IS a sm for me to have to 
ralse any more chlldren. You have a pamphlet on birth 
control Can you let me have one? 

We are very poor and money IS scarce wlth us, but I am 
sure you have some llttle ~dea how the poor has to llve 

Please let me hear from you 
From a slster 

Mrs A J - 

Dr Fredenck A Blossom, 
New York B~r th  Control League 

Dear Doctor - 
Wlll you tell me where we can get lnformatlon on blrth 

control ? 
I marrled young, had what I thought was a good job, 

could pve  my dear l~ttle wlfe most of the necessaries 

of life and some of the so-called luxurles But soon the 
little ones came and for each it seemed that, ~nstead of my 
wages ~ncreaslng, they had gone down, and, w ~ t h  a few bad 
mvestments, all our savmgs for that ramy day were swept 
away 

For the last two years my wlfe has been nearer the 
Rwer than I hke to thlnk, caused, I thlnk, mostly by lack of 
nour~shment-our last llttle one barn dead 0 God, how 
long, how long? 

Much of thls could have been avolded had we had the 
money to put up to the doctors for the mformatlon that the 
poorest man and woman should know, even more so than 
anyone else, for the reason that, the poorer the parents, the 
mom reason there should be no babtes But ~t 1s the other 
way round 

Hopmg you wdl answer my quesblon, 
Very truly yours. 

M M -  
Oklahoma 

-, Ohlo 
Dear Frtend - 

My husband has been s~ck for three years, and I have to 
go out worktng to make a hvlng for the chlldren I have 
four chlldren I thmk that IS enough to support and besldes 
have a slckly husband to work for Please tell me how not 
to have any more ch~ldren 

Fa~thfully your fnend, 
Anna -, 

R F D 2  

-, Inhana 
Dear Madam - 

There 1s a woman m thls town who has SIX chlldren and 
1s expecting another Dlrectly after the brrth of a chlld, she 
goes insane, a ravlng manlac, and they send her to the 1x1- 
sane asylum Whlle she 1s gone, her home and chddren are 
cared for by neighbors After about slx months, they dls- 
charge her and she comes home and IS ln a famlly way agaln 
m a few months St111 the doctors wlll do nothlng for her 

She IS a well educated woman and says ~f she would not 
have any more chddren, she 1s sure she could be enhrely free 
from these mane  spells 

If you wlll send me one of your pamphlets, "Famlly 
Llmltatlon," I wlll pve  ~t to her and several others equally 
deservmg 

Hopmg you will see fit to grant my request, I nematn, 
Sincerely yours, 

(Mrs ) R M - 

What One Woman Is Domg 
St Louts, December 5, 1916 

"Blrth control work 1s belng done here, although we 
have no league or other officlal agency as yet In con- 
nectlon wlth my work as pre-natal lnstructor In an ob- 
stetncal clmc, I am glvlng instructton In blrth control 
dally to those who have been my patlents In the past or 
who are sent to me by soc~al workers or physwans 

"I usually try to find out somethmg about the physl- 
clan to determine whether he 1s settmg a trap, as I am 
the only one here who has undertaken to do thls work 
and I do not want to be arrested for two reasons first, 
because there would be no one to carry on the work and, 
second, because thls 1s such a conservative community 
that any publmty of that sort would klll my hopes for 
gradually extendmg the work We are at present work- 
ing quletly for the repeal of the law, so that I hope we 
shall In the near future be able to carry on the work on a 
larger scale 

"Although I am, of course, worklng under great diffi- 
cult~es, I find ~t tremendously worth whlle When I see 
a woman only 28 years old, mother of 8 chlldren, the 
youngest barely SIX months old, and agam In the fourth 
month of pregnancy, I say to myself that, after this 
mother 1s delivered of the nmth baby, I wlll help her not 
to have a tenth 

"Should a judge be so heartless as  to send me to prlson 
for that, I shall a c y p t  my lot as one who knows that he 
has done hls duty 

No one has ever gwen me a good reason why we 
should obey unjust laws But the reason why we should 
reslst them IS obv~ous Our resistance proves our man- 
hood and our womanhood The d~gnlty of human nature 
compels us to resrst what we belleve wrong and a stum- 
blmg block to our fellowmen -Helen Keller 
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BIRTH CONTROL IN RELATION TO MORALITY 
Havelock Ellzs 

Birth control can seem to be In opposltlon to morality 
only when we confuse the eternal pnnc~ples of moral~ty 
wlth them temporary appl~cations, which are always be- 
coming modified In adaptation to changmg clrcum- 
stances. 

We are often in danger of domg mjusbce to the moral- 
ity of the past, and ~t is Important, even ln order to  un- 
derstand the morality of the present, that we should be 
able to put ourselves in the place of those for whom birth 
control was immoral T o  speak of birth control as hav- 
ing been ~mmoral In the past IS, indeed, to underesbmate 
the case, it was not only ~mmoral, ~t was unnatural, it 
was even irrehg.lous, ~t was almost cnmmal 

We must remember that, throughout the Chnst~an 
world, the dwne command "Increase and mult~ply" has 
seemed to echo down the ages from the b-g It 
was the authoritatwe command of a tribal God who was, 
according to the scriptural narrative, addressing a world 
inhabited by e ~ g h t  people From such a polnt of vlew, 
a world's populahon of several thousand persons would 
have seemed inconcewably vast, though to-day, by even 
the most austere advocate of birth hmitation, ~t would be 
allowed with a smle. 

But the old rehg~ous command has become a tradihon 
whrch bas survived amid condibons totally unl~ke those 
under whlch ~t arose. In  comparatively modern times, 
it has been re-enforced from unexpected quarters, on 
the one hand by all the forces that are opposed to democ- 
racy and, on the other, by all the forces of would-be patri- 
o t ~ c  m~htansm, both allke clamoring for plenbful and 
cheap men  

Even science, under p r~mt ive  conditions, was opposed 
to blrth control Creabon was regarded as a dwect pro- 
cess m which man's will had no part, and knowledge of 
Nature was sbll too Imperfect for the recogrubon of the 
fact that the whole course of the world's natural h~story 
has been an erectlon of barr~ers against wholesale and 
mdiscr~mmate reproducbon 

Thus it came about that under the old dlspensat~on, 
wh~ch is now for ever passlng away, to have as many 
chrldren as pcss~ble and to  have them as often as pos- 
s1blbltprov1ded certain ritual prescnpt~ons were fulfilled 
--seemed to be a reltg~ous, moral, natural, scient~fic and 
patnobc duty 

T d a y  the cond~t~ons have altogether altered and 
even our own feelmgs have altered 

We no longer feel w t h  the anclent Hebrew, who has 
bequeathed his Ideals, though not h ~ s  practices to  Chns- 
tendom, that to  have as many wlves and concubmes and 
as large a family as poss~ble 1s both natural and vtrtuous, 
as well as profitable We real~ze, moreover, that the 
dwne commands, so far as we recogmze any such com- 
mands, are not external to us, but are rnanlfested In our 

own deliberate reason and will W e  know that to pnm- 
itive men, who lacked fores~ght and l~ved ma~nly In the 
present, only that divme command could be recognizable 
which sanctified the ~mpulse of the moment, wh~le  to us, 
who live largely In the future, and have learned fore- 
sight, the d w n e  command ~nvolves restraint on the tm- 
pulse of the moment. 

W e  no longer believe that we are divinely ordered to 
be reckless or that God commands us to have chlldren 
who, as we ourselves know, are fatally condemned to 
d~sease or premature death Prov~dence, whtch was 
once regarded as  the attribute of God, we regard as the 
attribute of men, prov~dence, prudence, self-restraint, 
these are to us the characteristm of moral men, and 
those persons who lack these charactenstics are con- 
demned by our soclal order to be reckoned among the 
dregs of manland I t  is a social order whlch in the 
sphere of procreation could not be reached or ma~ntained 
except by the systemabc control of offspring 

W e  may real~ze the difference between the morality of 
today and the moral~ty of the past when we come to 
detals 

W e  may constder, for instance, the questlon of the 
chastity of women Accordmg to  the Ideas of the old 
morahty, wh~ch placed the whole question of procreation 
under the authority (after God) of men, women were in 
subjectlon to men, and had no right to freedom, no nght  
to responsibility, no right to knowledge, for, it was be- 
heved, ~f entrusted wlth any of these, they would abuse 
them at  once That view prevals even to-day In some 
uvilized countries M~ddle-class Itallan parents, for In- 
stance, w ~ l l  not allow their daughter to be conducted by 
a man even to  Mass, for they believe that as  soon as she 
1s out of their sight she w ~ l l  be unchaste That IS t h e ~ r  
moral~ty 

Our morahty teday, however, a msplred by hfferent 
ideas and ams a t  a different pracbce We are by no 
means dqosed to rate highly the morality of a g r l  who 
1s chaste only so long as she is under her parents' eyes, 
for us, Indeed, that 1s much more hke lmmorahty than 
morality W e  are to-day v~gorously pursuing a totally 
d~fferent line of actlon W e  w ~ s h  women to  be reason- 
ably free, we wish them to be tramed in the sense of 
respons~b~lity for thew own act~ons, we w s h  them to 
possess knowledge, more especially In that sphere of 
sex once theoretically closed to them, wh~ch  we now 
recogntze as peculiarly them own doman 

Nowadays, moreover, we are sufficiently well ac- 
quamted w t h  human nature to know, not only that a t  
best the "chast~ty" merely due to  compulsion or to ~ g n e  
rance 1s a poor thing, but that a t  worst ~t 1s really the 
most degraded and rnjunous form of unchasbty For 
there are many ways of avoldmg pregnancy bes~de the 
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use of contraceptlves, and such ways can often only be 
called vrc1ous, destructrve to purity and harmful to 
health 

Our Ideal woman to-day IS not she who 1s deprlved of 
freedom and knowledge In the clorster, even though only 
the clolster of her home, but the woman who, berng In- 
structed from early llfe rn the facts of sexual physiology 
and sexual h y ~ e n e ,  1s also tralned In the exerclse of free- 
dom and self-responsrbllrty and able to choose and fol- 
low the path whrch seems to her rrght 

That 1s the only Mnd of moraltty whlch seems to us 
worth whlle And, In any case, we have now grown 
wrse enough to know that no degree of compulsion and 
no depth of Ignorance wlll suffice to make a g r l  good ~f 
she doesn't want t o  be good So that, even as a matter 
of polrcy, ~t 1s better to put her In a posltlon to know 
what 1s good and to act In accordance wrth that 
knowledge 

The relation of blrth control to morallty IS, however, 
by no means a questron whlch concerns women alone I t  
equally concerns men 

Here we have t o  recogmze, not only that the exercrse 
of control over procreation enables a man to form a 
unlon of falthful devotion wrth the woman of hls cholce 
a t  an earlref age than would otherwise be possible, but 
~t further enables hlm, throughout the whole of married 
hfe, to continue such relabonshrps under circumstances 
whlch mtght otherwise render them ln~urlous or else un- 
desvable to hm mfe. 

All humanity, all clvlllzatron call upon us to take up 
our stand on thrs vital questron of blrth control In so 
domg, we shall each of us  be contnbutmg, however 
humbly, to 

"One far-off drvrne event 
T o  whrc!~ h whole creation moves " 

-Physical Cultwe, November 1915 * 

If government knew how, I should llke to see rt check, 
not multrply, the populahon -Ralph Waldo Emerson 

Arnold Bennett on Blrth Control 
The arguments agarnst the use of contraceptlves no 

longer count In  the polemlcs of the last few years they 
have been damaged beyond hope of reparr They can- 
not posslbly survlve On the other hand, the arguments 
rn favor of the use of contraceptives grow da ly  In force 
and persuasiveness 

The proof of these two statements 1s plarn rn the ever 
mcreasrng vogue of contraceptlves among all classes, but 
chlefly among the classes whrch are best educated and 
whlch, rn moral sense and m the sense of the respons~blh- 
tres of atlzenshrp, are, to put r t  wlth moderabon, cer- 
talnly not behlnd the rest of the communrty -1ntroduc- 
bon to Fecundsty Versus C~vJrzatton, by Adelyne More 

CHANT OF MOTHERS 
James Wddo Fawcett 

We have warted too long for men to make us free 
We have warted through useless centuries 
For Love, for ILght, for Truth, to loose our bonds, 
For Nrght to drlft away before the Day, 
For Dawn to show a free, wrde path, 
Soft for the tender feet of those sweet llttle souls 
That grow beneath the beatlng of our hearts, 
Sheltered and kept by our pan-gwen tears, 
And calmed to rest by our own mother-song 

Oh, you, who were sons and fathers, 
Where have you met our love 
With grateful heart devotton, 
With sense for p m  and loss? 

Now through the land runs the glad cry 
Of womanhood rntent on berng free, 
Of motherhood mtent on berng true 

And womankind shall not be crushed 
Into the sorry dust agam 
By chddren not the flower of love, 
By llttle llves for poverty to make 
Sad game of and destroy at last 
In the ruthless swrrl of Fate 

We have walted too long for men to make us free! 
Now, l~ght up the torch of Truth, 
And let ~ t s  beacon flame srng 
Through the whole wlde world, 
Speaklng of Reason free of chams l 

We have walted too long for men to mahe us free! 

The Rehab~litation of Sex 

Wlth the regeneration of our soclal ~deas, the whole 
conceptron of sex as  a thlng covert and to be ashamed 
of, marketable and unclean, wlll have to be regenerated 

That mestunable freedom and prrde whlch 1s the bass  
of all true manhood and womanhood will have to enter 
Into thls most lnhmate relatlon to preserve ~t frank and 
pure-pure from the damnable commerclalwn whtch 
buys and sells all things and from the relrgrous hypoc- 
rlsy whlch covers and conceals, and a healthy delrght In 
the cultwatlon of the body and all ~ t s  natural functtons, 
and a determrnatlon to keep them pure and beaubful, 
open and sane and free, wtll have to become a recognrzed 
part of llfe -Edward Carpenter 
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THE BIRTH CONTROL CLINIC CASES 
j j Goldstem, Attmney for the Dcfendanfs 

I t  wdl be the purpose of t h ~ s  arbcle to set forth In 
sltnple language the successwe legal phases of the cases 
agalnst Margaret H Sanger, Ethel Byrne and Fania 
Mmdell 

There are four dstmct cases 
1 Ethel Byrne 1s charged w ~ t h  v ~ o l a t ~ n g  Secuon 1142 

of the Penal Code, deslgned to prevent the d~ssemmat~on 
of ~nformabon on "b~rth control " 

2 Ethel Byrne and Fama Mmdell are charged w ~ t h  
v ~ o l a t ~ n g  the same secuon, not only In that they acted In 
concert to dlssem~nate ~nformat~on relatlve to the pre- 
venbon of concepbon, but that, In a d d ~ t ~ o n ,  Fanla Mm- 
dell sold for twenty-five cents a supposedly mdecent 
book by Margaret H Sanger ent~tled "What Every Girl 
Should Know " 

3 Margaret H Sanger 1s charged w ~ t h  havmg con- 
ducted a cl~nlc a t  46 Amboy Street, Brooklyn, N Y ,  for 
the drssemmat~on of ~nformat~on to prevent conception 
In v~o la t~on  of the above-menttoned sect~on of the Penal 
Code 

4 Margaret H Sanger, havmg reopened her clmc, 
was arrested on the charge of "malntalnmg a publlc 
nmsance" In v~o la t~on  of Sectlon 1530 of the Penal Code 

The hearmgs on cases 1, 2 and 3 were held before 
Mag~strate Steers on October 30th, November 3rd and 
6th, 1916, on wh~ch last date the magistrate held the 
defendants for trial m the Court of Specla1 Sessions, fix- 
mng ball a t  five hundred dollars each 

The judges of the Court of Spec~al Sess~ons, hke the 
maQstrates, are not elected, but appomted by the Mayor 
By a schedule of rotation, three of them s ~ t  to dec~de 
cases wlthout a jury 

On November 20th the defendants pleaded not gu~l ty  
and the cases were set for tnal for November 27th 
Counsel for the defense objected to so short an adjourn- 
ment on the ground that ~t dld not afford h ~ m  an oppor- 
t u n ~ t y  to prepare the cases properly Moreover, the de- 
fendants d ~ d  not desme to have t h e ~ r  cases tried before 
the judge p r e s ~ d ~ n g  durmg the month of November, on 
account of opinlons previously expressed by hlm In 
slm~lar cases 

Counsel's objecbon was overruled 
In all parts of the State of New York except Greater 

New York, the defendant has a rlght to demand tnal by 
jury for all offenses, no matter how lnslgn~ficant By 
constitutmnal amendment, this rlght was taken away 
from defendants charged w ~ t h  m~sdemeanors In Greater 
New York and a tnal by jury 1s now granted In such 
cases only a t  the dlscrebon of the Suphme Court or the 
County Cou* 

Accord~ngly, on November 22nd appllcatmn was made 
to Judge Kelby to grant the defendants m cases 1 , 2  and 
3 a t r ~ a l  by jury By order of the judge, pendmg hls 
declslon, these cases were adjourned to December l l t h  

On December 4th Judge Kelby denled the apphcatton 

An appeal from t h ~ s  dec~s~on was ~ m m d a t e l y  taken 
to the Appellate Dlv~ston The  appeal was heard on De- 
cember 8th and on the l l t h  the court dlsm~ssed ~t In 
the meantime, pendlng thls decmon, the cases had been 
adjourned to December 27th 

As a further effort to take the cases from the Court of 
Spectal Sesaons to a higher court, the defendants were 
surrendered on December 22nd and a wrlt of habeas 
corpus, returnable before Judge Aspmall of the Supreme 
Court, was sued out on the ground that Sect~on 1142 was 
unconstltut~onal and that they were therefore belng un- 
lawfully detamed 

Judge Aspmall dlsmlssed the wn+ 
An appeal was taken from thrs order to the Appellate 

Dlv~slon, cons~stlng of five judges of the Supreme Court 
selected by the Governor t o  hear appeals On  December 
29th counsel for the defense argued before thls court 
that the trlal In Spectal Sesstons be postponed unt~l the 
appeal from Judge Aspmall's dects~on had been heard 
and dec~ded by them 

On January 2nd the Appellate Divls~on denled this 
mot~on 

When the cases came on for tnal In Speclal Sess~ons, 
January 4th, counsel for the defendants urged that an 
adjournment be granted, In accordance w ~ t h  the custom, 
pendmg the declslon of an appeal to a higher court 

Thls request was denled and the cases marked ready 
for trlal for that day 

Ethel Byrne's case was reached that afternoon and 
cont~nued on January 8th At ~ t s  close, counsel for the 
defense was allowed only fifteen mlnutes to present h ~ s  
argument on the unconst~tutlonallty of Secbon 1142 He  
offered to submit a bnef, so that the judges rn~ght con- 
s ~ d e r  the questlon at them lelsure The p res~d~ng  just~ce 
rcplled that, In vlew of the attltude assumed In the past 
by the Court of Spec~al Sess~ons In convlctmg defendants 
for v~olations of s a d  sectlon, the court was bound to hold 
that sect~on constltut~onal regardless of argument 

The defendant was thereupon found gutlty and, on 
January 22nd she was sentenced to thlrty days In the work- 
house A wnt of habeas corpus, as a means of suspendmg 
sentence pendmg appeal, was refused by Supreme Court 
Justlce Callaghan and defendant spent the n~ght 1x1 jatl 

Cases 2 and 3 have been set for tnal on January 29th 
Although Sect~on 1142 has been on the statute books 

smce 1887, ~ t s  consbtutlonal~ty has never been chalhged 
m the courts Mrs Sanger Intends to carry these cases 
up to the Supreme Court of the Un~ted  States on t h ~ s  
Issue 

In case 4 a jury tnal was granted by Judge Hylan and on 
~anuary 24th an lnd~ctment was returned by the Grand Jury 

On the subject of blrth control, the Amencan government 
has contr~buted nothmg save senseless legdat~on and sbll 
more senseless enforcement The Amencan natlon might 
as well understand that pnson never solved any blolog~cd 
questlon -The New Republu 

NOTICE -As we go to press, word comes that Mrs Byme has derlared a "hunger stnke" and wrll netther eat, 
drink m r  work whde she u m pnson Commuswner Burdctte G L m  has announced thai she wJ1 be allowed to wnt.  

one letter a month and may see no one but  he^ ottorney-thu, aftw 140 years of r e p d l u m  government and o gm- 
of ''pnron refMcn"l-Ed 



In our next zsszre 

7he Brownsvzlle 

Bzrth Control 

Clznzc 

by ELIZABETH STUYVESANT, 

soaal worker m fhe dzntc, 

wtth zllusfrafwm-ltke fhts one- 

6y Wzlluam Sanger 

SECTION 1142 OF T H E  P E N A L  CODE OF N E W  Y O R K  

Shall etght thousand women m New Yorh State L e  from abortton every year because of thls L A W ?  
Shall thousands of httle chddren be left motherless because of fhls LAW? 
Shall the mtlltons of women m thls state bowthar heuds to the yoke of slavery tmposed by this L A W ?  
Shall we s ~ t  qutetly by wtth folded hands and watt-watt for our gentlemen LAY-makers to consder 

our nght to voluntary motherhood? 
Shall we not uwtead vtolate so brutal a LAW and thereby tdch  our LAW-makers that, tf they wtsh 

women to obey theu man-made L A W S ,  they must make such L A W S  as women con respect? 

M A R G A R E T  S A N G E R  
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WHAT THE BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUES ARE DOING 
Note-It 4s planned to make th~s department a permanent feature of the Revrew Correspondenac from the drffaent 

centers of adrvrty wdl be welcome 

Bostoxl-"The prosecuhon-e of our speakers once 
unintentionally s a ~ d  persecubon, and the meeting ap- 
plauded-of Van Kleeck Alllson last July for pfinting a 
theoretical discussion of famly limitation by Dr W J 
Robmson and for gtving birth control ~nformabon to a 
detectlve disgwsed as a lahormg man, brought the Birth 
Control League of Massachusetts into behng wlth a rush 
The succeeding phases of the Allison case* have materi- 
ally helped the league to become the flounshing organl- 
zatlon ~t is to-day 

"Headquarters were opened at  36 Bromfield Street and 
an energetic campaign was launched In Allison's de- 
fense The league now numbers over two hundred pad- 
up members, including many university professors, soclal 
workers, phydcians and nurses and others prominent in 
the community 

"A number of publlc meetings have been held, mclud- 
ing an ovat~on to Mrs Sanger a t  the Majestic Theatre, 
two mass meetings In Faneu~l Hall and a public debate 
between Dr William H Rudhck, a prominent Cathollc 
physician, and Dr Frederlck A Blossom, whach packed 
Ford Hall to the doors and &d much to advance our 
cause The league feels Indebted to  Mrs Sanger, Dr 
Blossom, Theodore Schroeder, secretary of the Free 
Speech League of Amenca, Professor Ellen Hayes of 
Wellesley College, J Prentice Murphy of the Boston 
Children's Aid Soclety and others who have gtven of 
their best a t  our call of need 

"The movement mll'be extended gradually through- 
out the State Inibal meetm s have already been held 
a t  Springfield and Malden, w%ere Mrs Grace Anthony 
MacMlchael, coustn of Susan B Anthony, is actwely 
a t  work 

"The followln officers were chosen at  our first annual 
meetlng ~res l fen t ,  Mrs Oaks Ames , ace-presidents, 
Prescott F Hall, Mrs Cense C Jack, DI Mabel A. 
Southard , treasurer, Stuart Chase, assistant treasurer, 
Humphrey A. Styles, secretary, J Chester Crandd  " 

Cleveland-After two crowded Sanger meetmgs on 
Easter Sunday, one In the Unitanan Church and the 
other a t  radlcal headquarters downtown, followed by 
two months of preliminary organization work, the Birth 
Control League of Ohio was formed on June 23, 1916, 
at  a gathenng of three or four hundred interested per- 
sons Dr Frederlck A Blossom, manager of the Cleve 
land Associated Charlthes, was elected president. officus 
and committees were chosen and the follomng statement 
of objects adopted 

Frrst-The modrf;cahon of eustrng laws m such a manner 
as to allow physrahns, nurses and 0th- competmt pasons to 
gave mfomhon coacernmg methods of prevenw conceptroo 
Second-The utensron, unda proper ausprees, of the pra- 

hee of f m l y  htatron aa a means of reduang poverty m- 
m o d t y  enme, physical and wntal defecamess and h a  
human ha - 

*The AUlsam case has been retned and the ongmd sentaxe of 
three years reduced to sutp da 
court and wdl be fought to a &lart &% %e%toh'tov~ 
kta lrsuu d the Rmm -Ed 

A vlgorous campagn was at once undertaken which 
put blrth control "on the map" and soon made ~t the 
llvest issue In town The official endorsement of the 
Cleveland Congress of Mothers was secured, as well as 
the support of other influentlal organizations 

A weekly luncheon at  a downtown restaurant dunng 
the summer doubled nn attendance untll it reached 150 
and larger quarters had to be secured A study class in 
the philosophy of blrth control, meeting every Tuesday 
afternoon under the leadership of Mrs Ed 0 Peets, 
now has two hundred members A men's group meets 
regularly a t  the home of Mr A W Newman, to  conslder 
questions of policy and practical problems In the direc- 
tlon of the work 

The present officers of the league are Presldent, 
Professor Alfred F Bosch of East Technical H ~ g h  
School, vlce-presidents. Dr Thomas Adams, Rev 
DPnght J Bradley, Dr  Alice Butler, Davld G~bson, 
treasurer, H G Wellman, secretary, Mrs Percy W 
Cobb, assistant secretary, Miss A G Wasweyler 

Two regular monthly meetmgs, a Saturday luncheon 
downtown and an evening forum at  the MUSIC School 
Settlement, are being held during the wnter, in addIhon 
to  three or four pubhc meetmgs a week, on the average, 
b e f m  vamous groups and orgamza~ons throughout 
the clty 

An elght-page pamphlet, Bwth Control News, 
hshed last summer, has reached an edItlon of && 
copies. A second number is nearly ready for publicahon 

In the meantime, systemabc work has been done to 
put contraceptwe mformahon withm the reach of those 
who need ~ t .  Fortunately, the Ohio law allows physl- 
aans  to gtve lnstructlon "In the regular practxe of thew 
busmess" A personal canvass of the physicians of the 
clty IS bemg carried on to urge them to  take advantqe 
of this provision and g-lve ~nstrucbon freely Thls is 
now being done regularly in one large hospital and m 
several public dispensanes 

A state-wide campaign IS being worked out for the 
coming summer A begtnn~n was made in Panesv~lle 
a t  a meetmg on October 25$, when a committee was 
named to  form a local organizabon A slmilar move- 
ment wlll be started m Cincinnati in connection with 
Presldent Bosch's talk before the City Club of that a 
o n  February 3rd Ravenna, where the movement 3 
ready has many fnends, mll be tackled m the near 
future 

New York-At a meetlng held December 18, 1916, 
The Birth Control League of New York was orgamzed 
for the follomng ohects 

1 To support aaYgard Sanger m her legal light for bvth 
control. 

2 To secure such amendment to the State and Fedaal Laws 
as wrll allow phpolnans and rcg~stcrcd nurses to g~ve samtlfic 
mstruct~on m hrrth control 

3 To advocate and encourage bvtb cwtrol as a meaw of 
srfcgnudmg the health of mothers and cluldren and prornotrnp 
the soad dfve 



The Bsrth Control Revrezu 

The officers chosen were President, Dr Fredenck A 
Blossom, managmg edltor of The Barth Control Re-, 
wee-pres~dents, Rev Sldney E Goldstem, head of the 
soclal service department of Rabb~ Stephen S Wl~e 's  
Free Synagogue, and Helen Todd, a natlonal figure In 
the woman suffrage movement, treasurer, Dr Morns H 
Kahn of Mount Slnar Hospital, secretary, M Louse 
Hunt, chalrman of finance commlttee, Mrs Augusta 
P Hope 

Headquarters were opened at  104 F ~ f t h  Avenue, New 
York Clty, and an aggresave campalgn ln city and state 
was declded upon 

The first move tn thrs campalgn was the appomtment 
of the MARGARET SANGER DEFENSE COMMITTEE, which 
has gone vigorously to work to r a m  the $5,00000 
needed to carry the four Sanger d m c  cases to the 
hlghest courts I t  IS organmng for ths purpose a mass 
meettng to be held a t  Carnegw Hall, January 29th and 
has Issued an appeal to all frlends of the movement to  
contnbute to  the Margaret Sanger Defense Fund 

The league is securlng thousands of signatures to  the 
follomng petltlon 

To the Governor and Legislature of the State of New York 
Whereas htrth control would safeguard the health of mothers 

and duldren, check the grow~ng evd of abort~on, lessen ~IMTCC. 
prostltutlon, tllqttmacy and veneral drsease, decrease m b t  

ge'x and &Id labor protect and strengthen the home, un- 
e raaal stock and elevate the nat~onal character, 

therefore 
We call upon you to enact such legslabon as w~ll  allow physl- 

aans and rwtered nurses to grve saenttfic mstruct~on m butb 
control to the men and women of thls State, as is allowed m 
every avllued country except the Umted States 

Rttsburgh-Following a serles of nlne meettngs In 
this ctty addressed by Dr Fredemck A Blossom In De- 
cember, a strong nucleus was formed to  organlze The 
Blrth Control League of Western Pennsylvania Pro- 
fessor Roswell H Johnson of the Unlverslty of Pltts- 
burgh, one of the leadng eugenlsts ln the country, 1s 
chalrman of the commlttee on organtzatlon The secre- 
tary, Mrs Clarence Renshaw, 117 Llnden Avenue, Edge- 
wood, Pittsburgh, would hke to hear from all those 
Interested 

Portland-Organized in May, 1915, the Blrth Control 
League of Portland, Oregon, has been actlve ln stlmulat- 
mg an lntelhgent dlscusslon of the population questlon 
as a great factor In all economic. soclal and moral prob- 
lems Publhc opmlon may not yet wholly endorse the 
posltton of the League regarding the repeal of laws 
agamst dlsseminatlon of blrth control mformatlon, but 
there are thousands of persons In Oregon who uphold 
tts contenttons and gme tts work moral support Pubhc 
officers are obhged to take thls body of oplnlon Into 
conslderatlon and they have done so, as 1s evidenced by 
the fact that three arrests recently made for the sale of 
the "Famlly Llmltauon" pamphlet were lndefinltely con- 
tlnued by Munlclpal Judge Langguth 

The case of Carl Rave, arrested In September on a 
slmllaf charge, has been taken to the arcult court on 
appeal I t  w l l  probably come up for heanng next month 
or 1n January Thls 1s a test case, the first of the kmd 
taken Into a court of record In thls State 

Many thousand pieces of propaganda matter have been 
dlstnbuted 1n Oregon and nearby States by the League, 
settrng forth the rounds for advocating the repeal of 
laws whlch treat L r t h  control mformatlon as obscene 
hterature The League has helped to  brlng the whole 
subject into the hght of day. as its mpottance warrants, 
mstead of having ~t discussed shamefacedly behrnd 

closed doors We have had large pubhc meetings, ad- 
dressed by some of the leadlng physlclans and soclal 
workers of Portland, such as Dr Mame Equl, Dr Samuel 
Gellert, Dr Mae Cardwell, C E S Wood, Dr Ella K 
Dearborn, Dr Bertha Stuart of Reed College, Charles H 
Chapman, Ph D ,  former presldent of the Unlverslty of 
Oregon, and Mlrlam van Waters, Ph D ,  formerly of the 
Boston Juvenlle C o u k  

"Where Are My Children?" a film play purporting to 
deal w t h  blrth control, but really explo~tlng abortion, 
played for a week ln a downtown theatre ln Portland 
The League objected to the method of advertrsmg the 
film as a "tremendous preachment on blrth control" 
The management allowed H C Uthoff, presldent of the 
local league, to speak to the audence of the theatre three 
tlmes dally on the difference between contraception and 
abortion, outl~nlng the posltlon of the League Thou- 
sands were reached ln thls manner who had probably 
never gwen the subject of blrth control serlous con- 
slderabon 

The League meets In the Central hbra ry  every thlrd 
Wednesday In the month Prospects are excellent for 
the extension of ~ t s  Influence 

The address of the presldent, H C Uthoff, 1s 652 Elh- 
ott Avenue, and of the secretary, Mrs J R Oatman, 549 
Flfth Street, Portland H C U  

Seattk-"There 1s plenty of Interest In blrth control 
here The league recelves letters almost every day from 
drfferent parts of the State and vanous pomts In the 
Unlted States and Canada 

"Several lndtvlduals are dstrlbutlng pamphlets on 
'Famrly Llmltatlon' In the small towns and mtnlng 
camps thfoughout the State 

"We expect shortly to organlze a league In Tacoma 
and are maklng plans for a Paclfic Coast Federation of 
Blrth Control Leagues 

"Long llfe to the Rev~ew l" 

The Parental Instmct 
When I see to what lntermlnable trouble and expense 

some men and women g o  In order to have chlldren, when 
I see what tortures and rlsks, endangenng her very ltfe 
( I  am spealang of numerous k a r e a n  sections) a pro- 
spectlve mother will undergo In order to have a llv~ng 
chlld, I have no fear that the use of preventives w111 
result ln the dymg out of the human race 

I t  1s the helght of folly to argue that, because people 
object to SIX or a dozen chlldren, they would object to 
two or three-Dr W J Robinson, The Ltmrtatron of 
o f f ~ p n n g  

I To Readers of The Woman Rebel - 

I W e  are a n m w  to make up a ~ m p l e t e  file of The I I Woman Rebel for reference Wdl any of our 1 
/ fnends donate copses for thu pnpose? I 
I THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW I 



BIRTH CONTROL 

The Bwth Control Revmu 

What IS meant by "blrth control"? What 1s clamed for ~t 
and what are the objecttons ratsed aga~nst ~ t ?  

These are questions lns~stently m the public mmd to-day 
Amld the clamor and confusion of the present struggle, a 
drspassionate and comprehensive answer is needed 

Summed up m a word, by "b~rth control" IS meant the 
regulation of conception by harmless means, with a vlew to 
preventing the b~rth  of undesired ch~ldren By no stretch 
of the w~ldest maginahon can ~t be made to spell abomon 
or any form of infants~de, it IS not "race su~ade" or any 
of the dire thmgs conjured up by ~ t s  overheated and 
not always scrupulously accurate opponents 

The most palpable justlficahon for the rational control of 
pregnancy 1s found In the protection ~t would afford to the 
health and life of both mother and offspnng To subject a 
woman to the exhaust1011 of childbearing at too frequent 
intervals or at times when her general condition a not 
favorable, and thereby condemn chlldren to be born Into the 
world poorly equ~pped for the physlcal struggle of Ilfe, 1s 
nather humane nor lntelltgent 

Unregulated ch~ldbearlng means a progresswe decline in 
the mother's health accompanied by progresswe debhty In 
her offspnng 

Ample proof of t h ~ s  statement--lf proof were needed for 
such a simple truth-is furn~shed by the mvestigation con- 
ducted by Dr Alice Ham~lton* into the ch~ld mortality 
among 1,600 famlhes 1n the Hull House dlstnct, Chicago 
It  was found that, as the number of chlldren mcreases, the 
death rate goes up, so that ~n fam~l~es  having e~ght or more 
children, for example, the mortality among them IS two and 
one-half hmes as hlgh as 1x1 homes where the number of 
chlldren does not exceed four 

Similarly, tables complled by the Children's Bureau at 
Washington In tts "Johnstown Survey" brlng out graph~c- 
ally the gnm fact that the large fam~lies lauded mth such 
vociferousness by the advocates of large arm~es only serve 
to fill the ranks in our hosp~tals and the rows ~n our grave- 
yards 

But these figures have a deeper s~pf icance than merely 
as mortality tables Where there 1s death In such abundance, 
there must necessanly be abundant s~ckness and suffcnng, 
not only for the ch~ld, but also for the parent. A high rate 
of mfant mortal~ty IS ~nd~catlve of a htgh rate of mfant 
morbldtty, wlth concomitant dl health and death among the 
mothers 

B~r th  control would g v e  protedon to woman's health 
and ensure greater vltality ~n her offspring 

Closely mterwoven w ~ t h  these phys~olog~cal cons~dera- 
hons 1s "the economlc urge to birth control " W ~ t h  the 
stead~ly increasing cost of practically all the necesslhes of 

BuUcRr of Tk Ammcau Academy of Mcdmne, May 1910 

existence and the more n p d  stratifytng of our industrial 
system, the pressure of the large famlly 1s makmg ~tself 
keenly felt both among the workmg class and in our w 
called learned profess~ons Faced with the blank wall of 
msuffic~ent Income, parents are find~ng themselves more 
and more under the stern necess~ty of keeping down the 
number of thew children 

It  is thls more than anythmg else which, coupled wlth the 
offic~al represslon of contracept~ve knowledge, IS respons~ble 
for the w~despread and steadlly growing practice of abor- 
tlon, an evd far more prevalent among the working class 
and the poor than among the rlch, who to-day are very gen- 
erally mstructed In bnth control and fortunately shielded, 
therefore, from the necess~ty of resortmg to harmful meth- 
ods of family lun~tatlon 

The blame for these "economic abortions," ~t cannot be 
too often repeated, rests, not upon the women who, unw~ll- 
ing to brmg mto the world chlldren that cannot be p~operly 
provided for and whose arnval would cut down the already 
scant port1011 of the other members of the family, adopt the 
only means known to them to avert such a calamity, but 
upon those forces of church and state wh~ch insist that these 
women be kept In Ignorance of how to prevent pregnancy 
and thereby forestall any need of abortion 

With the improvement In physical and economrc condl- 
hons mdlcated above, w~ll necessarily come sunilar progress 
along less material lines Intell~gent lim~tation of offspnng 
will mean better care and longer schooling for the chrldren, 
closer compan~onship with their parents, full, normal com- 
radesh~p-"joyous and unafraid"-between husband and 
wlfe, a rlcher home l ~ f e  and a sounder c~tizensh~p The 
advantages to society cannot be calculated 

It  IS needless to say that a movement of t h ~ s  nature, de- 
signed to protect the mother's health and sh~eld her home 
and her chtldren, appeals with peculiar force to those who 
are stnwng for woman's r~ght  to recogmuon as a human 
bemg, wlth the freedom of action and control over her own 
person wh~ch that lmphes Voluntary motherhod 1s an 
essent~al part of woman's program to-day It  IS the mhal 
step m her forward progress, the foundat~on stone of her 
new hberty 

As ~n every struggle between the demand to know and 
the command to obey, the fight for birth control has enl~sted 
also the sturdy defenders of free speech and an unhampered 
printing press Because "b~rth control" involves the funda- 
mental questlon of the untrammeled commun~catlon of 
knowledge, it necessanly rece~ves the active support of 
every fnend of llberty who stands true to h ~ s  ph~losaphy 

There are many arguments in favor of btrth control but 
the one great underlymg pnnuple 1s the nght of the indl- 
vldual to know all sc~entlfic truth and to use it In shapmg 
h ~ s  deshny as hts judgment and consaence may &&ate 

(In a later w e  The Objectsow to Btrth Control ) 
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NEEDLESS WASTE OF LITTLE LIVES 
H G Wells 

A portlon of Infant and chlld mortallty represents, no 
doubt, the lrngermg and wasteful removal from t h ~ s  
world of berngs w t h  Inherent defects, bemgs who for the 
most part ought never to have been born and need not 
have been born under condltlons of greater foresight 

These, however, are the merest small fractlon of our 
Infant mortallty It leaves entlrely untouched the fact 
that a vast multttude of chrldren of untamted blood and 
good mental and moral posslbllttles, as many perhaps as 
one hundred ~n each thousand born, dle yearly through 
lack of sufficlent food, lack of sufficlent good arr and 
lack of suffictent attention 

The plaln and slmple truth 1s that they are born need- 
lessly There are st111 far too many blrths for our clv- 
~llzatlon to look after adequately, we are stdl unfit to be 

Member of Congress elect, 
Musoula, Montanu 
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January 20, 1917 

My dear Mus Rankrn - 
For the first lime tn our hutory, the women of thrs coun- 

try are to be represented m the deltberahons of our 
rratronol legdature T h u  rs an opportunrty so rare, so rrch 
m posstbdrtres, that the champions of woman's freedom 
throughout the country are eagerly watchtng to see how you 
wtll use your pnuJege 

WJl you labor m behalf of lrttle chJdren who must work 
and may not play? Wdl  you bend your efforts toward eas- 
ing the lot of the women who toll? Wdl you focus your 
actrv~tres on woman's rqht  to a dtrect port m government? 
What unll you demand for us, whose sole representatrve you 
zmll be? 

trusted wlth a rlsmg blrth rate Whatever reforms you advocate, whatever measures you 
These poor 'lttle are born tears and suffer 

S Z C U ~ ~  for the women of America, they wJ1 remarn to a large 
Ing* pn love as they mayr  they learn to degree futrle untd woman u freed from the bondage of 
and to suffer, they struggle and cry for food, for arr, for enforced maternrty 
the rlght to develop, and our crvlllzatlon at present has 
nelther the courage to kill them outright qudcly, cleanly Will not Your first detmnd, then, be that woman's right 

and painlessly, nor the heart and courage and ablllty to Over her body be recognwed and wrdten cnto the 
glve them what they need statute books of thts country? 

They are overlooked and mlsused, they go short of 
food and alr, they fight thetr pltlful llttle battle for llfe 
agamst the cruelest odds, and they are beaten Battered, 
emaciated, pltlful, they are thrust out of hfe, borne out 
of our regardless world, stlff llttle hfe-solled sacnfices to 
the splrlt of dlsorder agalnst whlch ~t 1s man's pre-emr- 
nent duty to battle 

There has been all the pam In them Ilves, there has 
been the radlated paln of therr mlsery, there has been 
the waste of them grudged and rnsufficlent food and all 
the paln and labor of thew mothers, and all the world ts 
the sadder for them, because they have laved 1n vam- 
"Mankrnd m the Makrng" 

Bhndfolded Jushce 
Dr Morns H Kahn, as  he stated publlcly at a meet- 

ing of the New York County Medtcal Sodety, has e v e n  
~ n s t r u c ~ ~  m blrth control to 464 women patlents a t  one 
of the clty dlspensanes 

And yet, when he was called to testlfy at the first brrth 
control cllnlc tnal, hrs testimony was ruled out as berng 
"INCOMPETENT, IIRRELEVANT AND IMMATERIALY' 

The Agricultural Department of the Unlted States dls- 
tnbutes mformatlon on the best methods for breedrng 
d o m e s ~ c  antmals and sends those t o  ]all who advocate 
the hlgher stlrplculture for the sake of humanity- 
Theodore Schroeder 

ELIZABETH STUYVESANT 

THE MENACE OF LARGE FAMILIES 

Scott Nearrng 

The large famlly 1s a menace teday because each addl- 
tlonal chtld rn a wage earner's famlly lowers the famlly 
standard and renders rt less probable that the members of 
the famlly wlll dude the clutches of poverty 

In 1903 the Unrted States Comm~ssroner of Labor re- 
ported on 11,156 famlhes of workrngmen In the famdles 
wlth one chlld, the average Income per person was $212 76, 
m the famd~es wlth three chrldren, the average was $133 18, 
whde, m the famllres wlth five children, the average Income 
per person was $94 97 

In the average workrngman's farnlly, each adhtlonal 
chlld means addrtlonal hardshrp "It IS well known among 
soaal workers that the blrth of a chlld 1s a serlous menace 
to the prosperrty of the ordtnary day laborer's family and 
that, In the case of the unskdled poor 1n a great crty, the 
blrth of a second or thlrd chlld, even m prosperous hmes, 
often brlngs dlsaster to the home " (B C Marsh ) 

The large famdy of the present day, among the small 
earners In cltles, IS a menace to famrly welfare, but the large 
famrltes of 1800, rf t h y  had continued thew then rate of 
increase, would have been an even greater menace to 
ratlonal welfare --Socd Adjustment 
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IN OUR MORNING MAIL "BETTER THAN BIRTH CONTROL" 
"Natural and mmtable mnd~tions, wer whleh we can have no 

control, wIU assert themselves wherever populahon becomes too 

THE WEEKLY PRESS SERVICE 
dmse Thls has been uempllfied time after tune m the lustorp of 
the world where over-populat~on has been corrected by manrfuta- 

OF THE SOCIAL SERVICE COMMISSION, AMERICAN FEDERA- 'On' of nature Or war* Or peshlmcc 
"Belg~um may have been regarded as an over-populated country 

TION OF CATHOLIC SOCIETIES Is lt a comadence that, dunng the past two years, the terntory of 
Belaurn has been devastated and ~ t s  populat~on scattered throu&- Peter E Dsetz, Edrtor, Hot Sprwgs, N C out the other countries of the world?'-John S Sumnu. Secretory 
of the New York Anh-Vue Society, speakng agmnst bwth control 

A RESOLUTION TO SECURE THE RETENTION OF ANTI-BIRTH- :/$bate before the Womms Cdy Club. N m  York Novnnbn 
11, 'V'". 

CONTROL LAWS, A w ~ ~ r n  BY THE WHITE CROSS Mr Snmner has gven vom to the u n c n t d  parlor 
NLRSES, DECEMBER 13, 1916 Darwmrsm of the "surv~val of the fittest" type, whch IS 

WHEREAS, There IS abroad t-day an utterly mnhu- 
man tendency to vlolate the natural and moral law of 
mamage by the use of various contraceptme devlces, 
alleghng Irberahst, eugenlc, economlc or other specrous 
pleas In defense of t h ~ s  lower than beastly penrer- 
sron, and 

WHEREAS, T h ~ s  tendency, In makrng publmc optnmon, 
has consohdated Into a natlon-wide movement, under the 
aegs of the so-called "Btrth Control League," seelnng a 
character of respectabrl~ty In the name of "race-better- 
ment, eugenrcs-registry, health-anstocfacy," etc , and 

WHEREAS, Thrs unnatural and utterly antm-Chrrs- 
tran propaganda IS now forced upon the Amencan pubhc 
by the parhamentary acbon of the New York City 
Woman's Club, m demandrng the repeal of antr-brrth- 
control laws, and 

WHEREAS, Srmlar acbon has been taken by 
woman's clubs In other crbes and IS lrkely to make stdl 
further progress, abetted rn part by the medtcal and 
lournahsbc professrons, therefore be ~t 

R a O L V E D ,  That we call upon all Catholmc women 
to antagonize In pnvate life and by organwed force the 
vmous tendenues panted out, to sever d l  connectcon unth 
clubs and socsetaes already vrbdoted, and be mt furthermore 

st111 authenbc -ce to many people, and to the very w~dely 
held belref that nature attends to the too presumptuous 
races 

Ultunately, nature does attend to them But surely the 
advocates of b~rth control are enbW to d a m  that what 
they propose a less an d ron t  to nature than that reckless 
breedmg whrch, accordmg to Mr Sumner hunself, IS always 
punshed by the whrps of flood, dtsease or war Interfemme 
with these partrcular farms of "natural" selection has 
become the task of nmetenths of the progressrve and 
l~beral people the world over 

Posrng as a ghb apologist for the ~masron of Belgum 
because of one's opposmon to brrth control is hardly an 
msprmg ~ntellectual performance. The old-fashroned 
relrgous temper whch found tngen~ous theologcal uses for 
the wrack and pan of the world here has a cunons modem 
parallel -The New Republu 

The Enemles of Blrth Control 
"Foxes thtnk large f d e s  among the rabbrts hghlv 

commendable Employers who want large supplmes of 
cheap labor, pnests who want large numbers of parish- 
ioners, mlhtary leaders who want plenty of cheap food 
for gunpowder, and politrcmans who want plenty of 
voters, all agree rn commending large famlhes and rapld 

- - 

multrplrcat~on among the poorer classes "-~rofeskr 
RESOLVIED' That we express Our Thomas Nmon Carver: Harvard Universrty, Presrdent of the laws prohrbibng every unnatural and rmmoral of the Amencan Econommc Assoc1atwm 

birth-control ~ropganda ,  and ask all Catholrc assoua- 
hons to so mform thew legulatwe representatwes as ogo(nst 
any attempt to repeal such laws, and be rt 

RESOLVED, In conclusion, that we send eoples of 
these resolubons to the Bmshops and the Cathoh press 
of our country and that we boycott d l  ~oumds, magasmes 
and publwhers who have become patfuum to the propa- 
ganda that har called forth thu set of resolutwns 

Anna Houngan. 
Gladys Branner, 
Sarah Sea, 
Ruth Norns, 

Woman IS even to us that she may bear children 
Woman a our property, we are not hers, because she 
produces chlldren for us--we do not yield any to her 
She IS, therefore, our possessron, as the fnut tree IS that 
of the gardener -Napoleon Bonaparte 

Nohce 
We are planmg to puhM a chrollology of the brrth 

control movement rn thu, country and should be glad to 
recetve rtems glvlng date and pl&e of noteworthy events, 
past and cnrrent 

Pubhc Moralrty Commrttee, Whrte Cross Nurses THE BIRTH CONTROL REVIEW 
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A WORKING BIBLIOGRAPHY 
ON BIRTH CONTROL 

Bvrth Control Nnvs, Vol 1, N w  1 and 8. publ~sbed h~ The Buth 
Control Leagne of Ohro, Cleveland, 0 

Montague Crackanthorpe, Popuhlwn and Progress 
Dr C V Drysdale, The Small Family System Contams the handl- 

est comptlatton of stattsocs, mth a cnttcal exammatton of the 
arguments for and wrist blrth control 

James A F d d ,  Umozrslty of Chlcago, Pmbhaty by Prosecution 
The Survey, February 19. 1916 A r&um6 of the blrth control 
movement abroad. 

Warner Fite, Birth Control and Bwlogud Ethus Internatlooal 
Journal of Eth~cs, October 1916 

Havelock Ella, Birth Control Physlcal Culture, September, October. 
November 1915 
The Problem of Rocr Regeneration 
The Task of SOMI Hygiru 

Auguste Henn Forel, The Sexual Question 
Lda S Hohgworth, S o d  Dames for Impelling Women to Bear 

and Rear Chddren Amertcan Journal of Sooology, July 1916 
Ma Alden Hopkms, fifteen artlcles on Blrth Control In 

tkarper's Weekly, Aprll 10 to October 28, 1915 
Dr Aletta H Jacobs, Volunta Motherhood, The Snrve Novem- 

bn 6, 1915 The story of x e  brth control clt~ues ln bouand. 
Dr S Adolphus Knopf, Bwth Control, publ~shed s~multaneonsly 

In The New York Med~cal Journal and The Survey, Novem 
ber 18 1916 

Rev T R Malthus. A s  Esm on the Pnncibk o f  Popuhtson - ~ ~.~ 

Adelyne More, Fecundity V n n u  CcoJ~8ahm1, mth an Introduo 
tlon by Arnold Bennett A shrdy of blrth control In Eng- 
land and Germany Valnable forelgn blbllographlcal notes 

The New Repuhltc, March 6. 1915, ektonal on The Control of  
B n t k  

Arthur Newsholme, The Dechning Birth Rate Its Nahonal and 
Intamhmwl Ssgnikance 

Hmbvt  Qntck, On Board the Good Ship Earth 
P~ctonal Renew, What Shall W e  Do About Bwth Control? October 

1915, February and March 1916 
Dr W J Robmnson, The Limstahon of Offspring The vade mecum 

of the Amencan propagandwt 
Father John A. R The Catholu Church and Bwth RertMhorc. 

The ~urvey, Gb 4 IDM 
Theodore Schreeda, Our P d u h  Censorship Unvnkd, The Forum. 

January 1914 A claastc 
Freedom of the Press and aOb~mr"  L#rrdure, three essay% 
rubllshed by The Free Speech League. - 

Women's Co-operatwe Gudd, Matemty dddbeanng autoblog- 
raphles of Engllsh worlnng women 

Dr Evangelme Young, SMI Parenthood Be Promdent or Hap- 
hasard? The Medrcal Rmew of Reolews Augnst 1916 Re- 
printed by The B I M  Control League of ha~sachusctts Con- 
tau19 a very full bibhography of current htaamre on blrth 
eontrot 

Not+We are prep- a complete bibl~ography on brrth 
control and ask the readers of the Renew to send In any 
memoranda they thmk mlght be helpful -Ed 

Two books by Margaret Sanger 

"WHAT EVERY GIRL SHOULD KNOW" 

"WHAT EVERY MOTHER SHOULD KNOW" 

Twenty-rFo. ccnis each, tostpwi 

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH 

Park Avenue cmd Thwty-fourth Street 

New York CJy 

October 24, 1916 
I support the Brrth Control doctnne crs one more 

step tn the cdorectwn of man's full and absolute con- 
troI over the destuws of h u  own lrfe 

To mould the world of notwe to the fdfllment 
of h u  own splntual purposes, u mods unquc 
achrevement It rr the which raises hrm from thd 
rank of a creature to that of o creator 

Bwth Control marks one more ext- of thu 
achrevement and u, therefore, o challenge to our 
w d o m  and our courage * 

JOHN HAYNES HOLMES 

AWFUL PROBABILITIES 
At last we have a real argument agarnst blfth control 

And, to p v e  lt more Wght ,  lt comes from a learned 
judge, Justtce J J Mdnerney, of Spectal Sesmons 

Justlce McInerney 1s thus quoted In the press "Abra- 
ham Lmcoln would probably never have been born ~f 
birth control had been practtced " 

Probably, mark you Not possibly or maybe, but prob- 
ably A probable Darnel, come probably to probable 
judgment And ~f Abraham Lincoln had never been 
born, how we all would probably mlss hlm and wsh 
that he hadl Just as we now probably mlss all those 
~ndlspensable pehons who never were born, and have 
to struggle along mthout them as best we may 

Lincoln would probably never have been born l Won- 
der If the same probabthty extends to Jefferson Davis, 
How would we have got along mthout hrm? 

Of course, there are a number of people "that never 
would be mlssed," ~f they probably had never been born 
because of the practtce of birth control Over a w n s t  
Washlugton we may probably place George I11 and 
Benedwt Arnold Probably we should have had no Wd- 
son to keep us out of war and then, too, we would prob- 
ably have had no Hughes, erther Probably there mght 
have been no Kaser, no Henry Ford, no W J Bryan, 
no Jesse Pomeroy, no Becker, Rosenthal or "Dopey 
Benny " 

The probabiPihes are amply mnfimte Probably we 
mght even have had no Justm Mdnvney to put us 
next to these fearsome probabhes -New York Call, 
December 5, 1916 

Jaded for Birth Control, the story of the tnal and ~mpnso-t 
of William Sauger, edted by James Waldo Fawatt, ten cmts a copy 

Part of a letter read at the hrth  mntrol banquet at the Brevoort 
H o w  New York C i ,  Ocb~bu 29, 1916, on the eve of the tnal of 
J e u e  Aahler for Qsscmmatw mfornubw on birth -01. 
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MARGARET S A N C E R  D E F E N S E  COMMITTEE 
of the 

BIRTH CONTROL LEAGUE OF NEW YORK 

To the People of the Umted States - 104 Fifth Ave , N Y , Jan 23, 1917 

For the past three years, Margaret Sanger has been carrylng on her fight for birth control p m c a l l y  single- 
handed. She has had powerful forces arrayed agamst her but has not hesitated to put all she had into the cause, 
mtl. no hope of return 

She is now carrying four law-suits, two a@mt herself and two -st her assistants, Ethel Byme and 
Fama Mmdell, for conducting a birth control climc-to demonstrate the p rmca l  value of the chmc idea and 
test the c o n s t i t u ~ ~ t y  of the law 

These cases should be fought through to  the hlghest courts, so that the legal queshons involved may be 
settled 

Margaret Sanger cannot do this alone--she should not be asked to-it IS our fight as much as hers-we must 
do our part. 

Fwe thousand dollars WIU be d e d  for the legal expense of thls fight Thts sum can be msed qwckly if 
everybody wlll do hw share What wdl YOU eve?  

Give as hberally as you can and, above all, e v e  qwckly so that we may know what we can count o n  
Let us show that the people of the Umted States are back of Margaret Sanger m her light for  hwmmty 

MARGARET SANGER DEFENSE COMMITTEE 

"The cause combatted for sr yours-the efforts and sacrrfires made to wm rt ought, therefore, to be yours "-Maewnr 

THE MALE DECIDES 
Anlta C Block 

The Manchester Guardian reports the w e  of a Imo- 
type operator, the father of SIX childfen, who claimed ex- 
emphon before the Morecambe Tnbunal on the ground 
that he was doing more good by staying in his present 
occupahon and lookmg after the proper training of his 
numerous family than by going off to war 

The following dialogue s reported to  have taken place 
The Mayor "Have you stopped at t h ~ s  number?' 
The Applicant "I hope so " 
The Mayor "It 1s of nattonal mportance, you know" 
The Applicant "I would make no promise of increas- 

mg the number mth  the idea of getting exempbon " 
"Condittonal exemptton:' concludes the report, "was 

granted " 
Cond~tional on what? Conditional, of course, on his 

increasing the number of his children To read of thls 
procedure in an Engllsh court makes one wonder whether 
such a person exlsts as the mother, or whether there IS at 
home a mere breedlng machine of which the mayor and 
the husband dispose at theif pleasme 

The men in power want children, more children, to 
take the place of those they have slaughtered, the hus- 
band knows he can wm safety from war's dangers by 
supplying them, and woman is regarded by both as noth- 
ing hut their needful toat What a picture1 And what 
an argument for woman's mastery over her own body, so 
that the male, neither indindually nor collechvely, can 
traffic in her any more -New York Call 

I am very glad to have my name used as one who 
believes m the educdronal campmgn w h ~ h  Mar2 

HISTORIC DOCUMENTS 
[It IS our plan to publish from tuue to Bme man~febxs, letters, 

publ~c statements and other documents whch hwe played a part m 
the birth control movement m t lu  country We shall be glad to 
recuve any such papers for pubhcaUon 

The following letter was addressed by Margaret San er to the 
gentleman then presldrug over the murt before whleh afe was to 
be tned, h a  efforts to secure a pry t n d  havmg bem effectrpely 
blocked by the D~stnct Attorney 

The n a t  afternoon Judge McInernq was reported m the press 
to have "made appl~catlon to the D~stnct Attornq to be taken off 
thrs case"] 

An Open Letter to Judge J. J. McInerney 
November 26, 1916 

Sir - 
As a man, as a citizen of a democracy, as an Amencan 

pledged to the pnnc~ples and spint on which thls repub- 
lic was founded, as a judge obligated by oath to fair and 
~mpartral judgment, do you in your deepest conscience 
cons~der yourself qualified to try my case? 

In those birth control cases at  which you have pre- 
sided, you have shown to all thinkmg men and women 
an unfahng prejudrce and exposed a mmd steeped in the 
bigotry and intolerance of the Inquisihoe 

To come before you implies convlctmn 
Now, In all falmess, do you want a case of t h ~ s  char- 

acter brought forcibly before you when the defendant 
feels and believes that you are pre]uQced agalnst her? 

MARGARET SANGER 

Obey the law? That is not so clear, for the law IS 

often naught else but the m11 of those who Impose it 
The name of the law does not sanctton despotmn and 
all men have the nght to resist oppressive laws- 
Saint- Just 


